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Bibliography of Reference Materials on Pro Se Litigants 

 
 
Civil Right to Counsel 
 
Periodicals 
Paul Marvy, Thinking About a Civil Right to Counsel Since 1923, 40 CLEARINGHOUSE REV. 170 (2006) 
 
Paul Marvy, Advocacy for a Civil Right to Counsel: An Update, CLEARINGHOUSE REV. (Apr. 2008) 
 
Nancy McCarthy, $394 Million Justice Gap Plagues Legal Services, CALIFORNIA BAR JOURNAL (Mar. 
2007) 
 
Howard Miller, Letter from the State Bar of California to Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger in 
Support of AB 590 (Nov. 21, 2009). 
 
Jamie Alexis Newbold, Indigent Prisoners' Rights to Counsel in Civil Matters, DAILY JOURNAL (June 
8, 2010) 
 
Clare Pastore, The California Model Statute Task Force, CLEARINGHOUSE REV. (Aug. 2006) 
 
Matthew Pordum, Right to Counsel Bill Clears the State Assembly, DAILY JOURNAL (June 8, 2009) 
 
Linda Rapattoni, State Assembly Panel to Consider Access to Justice for Poor and Disabled, DAILY 

JOURNAL (Feb. 12, 2007) 
 
Websites 
ABA Access to Civil Justice Symposium (2008) 
http  
 
National Coalition for a Civil Right to Counsel 

://www.abanet.org/media/issues/civiljustice/

http  
 
Other Resources 
American Bar Association Task Force on Access To Civil Justice et al., Report No. 112A 
(Approved by the ABA House of Delegates Aug. 7, 2006)  
 
Action Plan for Justice, A Report to the California Commission on Access to Justice (Apr. 2007) 
 
Terry Brooks, Pursuing New Concepts in Achieving Equal Access to Justice: Recent State 
Developments Regarding Civil Right to Counsel, ABA Standing Committee on Legal Aid and 
Indigent Defendants 
 

://www.civilrighttocounsel.org
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Equal Access Fund, A Report to the California Legislature by the Judicial Council of California 
(Mar. 2005) 
 
 
 
Pro Se Litigation 
 
Treatises 
THE RUTTER GROUP, CIVIL PROCEDURE BEFORE TRIAL (2010) 
 
THE RUTTER GROUP, FEDERAL CIVIL TRIALS AND EVIDENCE (2010) 
 
Edward J. Hanlon, et al., Section 1983 Litigation Forms 
 
Martin A. Schwartz, Section 1983 Litigation: Jury Instructions 
 
Books 
JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF CALIFORNIA, STATEWIDE ACTION PLAN FOR SERVING SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS (2004)  
available at http  
 
PATRICIA A. GARCIA, LITIGANTS WITHOUT LAWYERS: COURTS AND LAWYERS MEETING THE CHALLENGES OF SELF-
REPRESENTATION (2002) 
 

://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/reference/documents/selfreplitsrept.pdf

JONA GOLDSCHMIDT, BARRY MAHONEY, HARVEY SOLOMON & JOAN GREEN, MEETING THE CHALLENGE OF PRO SE 

LITIGATION: A REPORT AND GUIDEBOOK FOR JUDGES AND COURT MANAGERS (American Judicature Society 
and the State Justice Institute 1998) available at http

 
 
CHARLES L. OWEN ET AL., ACCESS TO JUSTICE: MEETING THE NEEDS OF SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS (2002) 
 
Federal Judicial Center 
MARTIN A. SCHWARTZ & KATHRYN R. URBONYA, SECTION 1983 LITIGATION, 2d ed. (2008) 
 
George Rutherglen, Major Issues in the Federal Law of Employment Discrimination, 4th ed. 
(2004) 
 
Law Reviews 
Symposium: Pro Se Litigation Ten Years after AEDPA, 41 HARV. C.R.-C.L. L. REV. 289 (2006)  
 

://contentdm.ncsconline.org/cgi-
bin/showfile.exe?CISOROOT=/accessfair&CISOPTR=106

Benjamin H. Barton, Against Civil Gideon (and for Pro Se Court Reform) (Tennessee Legal Studies 
Research Paper No. 93, 2010), available at http  
 
Russell Engler, Connecting Self-Representation to Civil Gideon:  What Existing Data Reveal About 
When Counsel Is Most Needed, 37 FORD. URB. L. J. 37 (2010) 

://ssrn.com/abstract=1540763
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Russell Engler, And Justice for All – Including the Unrepresented Poor:  Revisiting the role of 
Judges, Mediators and Clerks, 67 FORDHAM L. REV. 1987 (1999) 
 
 Cynthia Gray, Reaching Out or Overreaching:  Judicial Ethics and Self-Represented Litigants 
(2005), available at http  (last 
visited July 4, 2010) 
 
Carroll Seron, Martin Frankel, Gregg Van Ryzin & Jean Kovath, The Impact of Legal Counsel on 
Outcomes for Poor Tenants in New York City’s Housing Court:  Results of a Randomized 
Experiment, 35 L. & SOC. REV. 419 (2001) 
 
W. Vaughn Stapleton & Lee E. Teitelbaum, IN DEFENSE OF YOUTH:  A STUDY OF THE ROLE OF COUNSEL IN 

AMERICAN JUVENILE COURTS (Russell Sage Foundation 1972) 
 
Gregg. G. Van Ryzin & Marianne Engelman Lado, Evaluating Systems for Delivering Legal 
Services the Poor: Conceptual and Methodological Considerations, 67 FORDHAM L. REV. 2553 
(1999) 
 
Hon. Beverly W. Snukals & Glen H. Sturtevant Jr., Pro Se Litigation: Best Practices from a Judge's 
Perspective, 42 U. RICH. L. REV. 93 (2007) 
 
Local Court Rules (U.S. District Courts) 
District of Arizona (LRCiv 16.2) 

://www.ajs.org/prose/pdfs/Pro%20se%20litigants%20final.pdf

http
 

 
Central District of California (L.R. 83-2.10) 

://www.azd.uscourts.gov/azd/courtinfo.nsf/8CAFF23AF4E40F04072576790078A222/$file/
2009+Local+Rules.pdf?openelement

http  
 
Eastern District of California (Rule 183) 

://www.cacd.uscourts.gov/CACD/LocRules.nsf/Local+Rules?OpenView

http  
 
Eastern District of Missouri (Rule 3 – 2.05) 

://www.caed.uscourts.gov/caed/DOCUMENTS/localRules/LR03032010.pdf

http  
 
Southern District of California (C.R. 83.11) 

://www.moed.uscourts.gov/CMECF/CMECF_loclrule.pdf

http  
 
Periodicals 
Frank Broccolina & Richard Zorza, En$uring access to ju$tice in tough economic times, 92 

JUDICATURE 3 (2008) 
 

://www.casd.uscourts.gov/uploads/Rules/Local%20Rules/LocalRules.pdf

http://www.ajs.org/prose/pdfs/Pro%20se%20litigants%20final.pdf�
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Amanda Bronstad, Federal Courts React to Tide of Pro Se Litigants, THE NATIONAL LAW JOURNAL, 
March 9, 2009 
 
Danielle D'Onfro, Multidistrict Litigation: A Surprising Bonus for Pro Se Plaintiffs and a Possible 
Boon for Consumers, (Harvard Law School, Working Paper, Mar. 3, 2010) available at 
http  
 
Jona Goldschmidt, How are courts handling pro se litigants?, 82 JUDICATURE 13 (1999) 
 

://ssrn.com/abstract=1563741

John M. Greacen, SELF REPRESENTED LITIGANTS AND COURT AND LEGAL SERVICES RESPONSES TO THEIR NEEDS 
(2002), available at http  
(last visited July 15, 2010)  
 
Grant Schulte, Some Litigants Seek Self-Serve Justice in Court, USA TODAY, July 15, 2008, at A2 
 
Websites 
Materials from 2009 and 2010 California Conference on Self-Represented Litigants 

://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/cfcc/pdffiles/SRLwhatweknow.pdf

http  
 
Other Resources 

://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/equalaccess/conferences.htm

Ninth Circuit Pro Se Implementation Committee Interim Report (2009) available at 
http

 
 
Northern District of Illinois – Filing a Case without an Attorney: A Guide for the Pro Se Litigant 

://www.ce9.uscourts.gov/publications/prose/Pro_Se_Committee_Interim_Report_09.pdf?
OpenDocument

http  
 

://www.ilnd.uscourts.gov/home/ProSe/proseguide%2006-02-09.pdf

Linda Klein, Report on the Survey of Judges on the Impact of the Economic Downturn on 
Representation in the Courts (Preliminary), ABA COALITION FOR JUSTICE (July 12, 2010) available at 
http  
 
 
 
Prisoner Rights & Prison Litigation Reform Act 
 
Law Reviews 
Joshua S. Moskovitz, The Usual Practice: Raising and Deciding Failure to Exhaust Available 
Administrative Remedies as an Affirmative Defense under the Prison Litigation Reform Act, 39 
CARDOZO L. REV. (forthcoming 2010) 
 

://www.abajournal.com/files/Coalition_for_Justice_Report_on_Survey.pdf

Ira P. Robbins, Ghostwriting: Filling in the Gaps of Pro Se Prisoners' Access to the Courts, 23 GEO. 
J. LEGAL ETHICS (forthcoming 2010) available at http  
 

://ssrn.com/abstract=1620464
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Margo Schlanger & Giovanna Shay, Preserving the Rule of Law in America's Jails and Prisons: 
The Case for Amending the Prison Litigation Reform Act, 11 U. PA. J. CONST. L. 139 (2008) 
 
Periodicals 
Wendy N. Davis, Unlocking the Lawsuit: Efforts mount to loosen the chains on a prisoner 
litigation statute, ABA JOURNAL, June 2010, at 14 
 
Other Resources 
Resource Guide for Managing Prisoner Civil Rights Litigation with Special Emphasis on the 
Prison Litigation Reform Act (1996) 
 
 
 
Pro Se Debtor Issues 
 
Books 
ROBIN LEONARD & JOHN LAMB, CREDIT REPAIR, 8th ed. (2009) 
 
ROBIN LEONARD & JOHN LAMB, SOLVE YOUR MONEY TROUBLES, 11th ed. (2007) 
 
Law Reviews 
Rafael I. Pardo, An Empirical Examination of Access to Chapter 7 Relief by Pro Se Debtors, 26 
EMORY BANKR. DEV. J. 5 (2009) 
 
Periodicals 
Dhyana Levey, As Foreclosures Rise, Pro Pers Clog the Courts, DAILY JOURNAL (May 20, 2009) 
 
Other Resources 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of Illinois Pro Se Debtors Guide (2010) available at 
http  
 

://www.ilcb.uscourts.gov/Search/Documents/pro_se_debtor_guide.pdf

http://www.ilcb.uscourts.gov/Search/Documents/pro_se_debtor_guide.pdf�

